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THE COST OF FLIGHT TRAINING &

THE GOOD NEWS!

SCHOLARSHIPS

e General Fred Michel Memorial Scholarship
https://nevadafund.org/scholarships/general-fred-michel-memorial-scholarship

e EAAScholarship
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/learn-to-fly/scholarships

e Aviation Scholarships List
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/learn-to-fly/aviation-scholarships




GETTOKNOWAFELLOW
GBAPILOT,
CARSONSMITH!

My name is Carson Smith and I'm currently
working on my private pilot’s license. | was
born and raised in Reno and grew up
watching planes land mainly over the baseball and
football fields when | wasn't begging my mom to park
and let me watch anytime we were near the airport. |
initially went to Texas to play college baseball in 2021,
but after two years of that and school, my girlfriend's
uncle took me on a non-official discovery flight. Once |
was actually able to FLY a plane (a few turns, climbs, and descents while we were
up), there was no looking back from there. | dropped out of college (to finish up
online later) and broke the news to my coaches. Ever since then, if I'm not in the
sky accidentally saying “Stead traffic” on occasional radio calls to other airspace,
you can find me at South Reno Athletic Club getting my workout in for the day or
at Chick Fil A serving guests. While working the drive-thru, however, | will admit
that | spend just as much time paying attention to departing planes as the guests.
It's nice to have a constant reminder of why I'm working so hard. After my private,
| plan to head back to Houston to finish my ratings and likely instruct until | can
apply for airline jobs. GBA has been amazing throughout my training and | would
recommend them to any friend or family member interested in pursuing this
passion!

RYAN MILL

Ryan's passion for Aviation began when he was young, watching TV
shows like Coast Guard Alaska with his grandfather. He grew up
always wanting to pursue a career in becoming a Helicopter pilot,

however he quickly learned fixed wing was a much better path :) Born
and raised in Philadelphia, PA, Ryan moved to Reno, NV in 2016 to
pursue his bachelors degree at The University of Nevada, Reno and
has lived here ever since. Ryan started his Aviation career with GBA in
2021 with no experience and worked his way up to becoming a CFl.
When he is not flying you can usually find him somewhere in the
mountains skiing, biking, or fishing.



One of the reasons we fly is to
experience other airports and see
some of our area outside of the
Reno airport. Here at GBA we
measure our success by our
ability to create and further encourage safe, competent,
and proficient pilots in the most efficient manner
possible. This next month fly outside of KRNO and self fuel
the mighty Skyhawk. We are very lucky to have Atlantic
here to fuel us, but it is an essential skill to be able to do
this simple act at an outlying field. Before you go, have a
good plan to get this done—and if you have any questions
on what needs to be done then reach out to anyone in the
office for assistance. It is not a complex task, but it will
give you the independence to gas up the plane whenever
you are traveling outside Reno! If you have put gas in an
automobile, you can fuel an airplane. The big difference
is you don’t need a ladder to fuel your vehicle!

Summer Heat Restrictions

ACHIEVEMENTS

Check out the pilot achievements
at GBA since our fall newsletter!



Author - Richard Brong
CFI & Director of Aviation Education

The regulations, operating handbooks, and training materials we work with are
always focused around making the plane fly safely. But here's the catch - we can
still be top-notch pilots when we pay close attention to the nitty-gritty details and
work within the limits but also realize there’s a real creative side to aviation. It’s
important to not get trapped in the box of minutia!

Thinking outside the box doesn't mean we're defying the flight envelope or busting
regulations. That's just asking for trouble, and no pilot should be about that!
Instead, we recognize that the limits are in place for a reason but that some don’t
always have to be thought of as hard limits. Even within the FAR, have you ever
noticed how many regulations seem nebulous? .By doing that, we can operate
smartly within their bounds as the parameters of each flight change. What I'm
getting at here is that the scenario usually dictates the course of action and that
one size never fits all.

Working to be relaxed and being attentive to the total scenario is what sets the
great pilots apart from the rest. Of course you focus on things like airspeed,
altitude, bank angle, rudder, wind, etc. However, paying attention to the little,
often unnoticed, things matters, too. That’s where the creative interpretation to
deal with the moment comes in. Do | have to raise flaps at exactly the same point
after takeoff? Do | always have to climb at Vy? Is there good reason to shrink or
expand the pattern? Is my mixture setting always the same? The list of questions
you should ask yourself is long! Essentially, anytime you reconfigure the airplane,
it's fair to ask yourself if what you're about to do fits the current scenario. If it isn't
a quick and obvious yes, think about fine tuning a bit.

So, let's keep our feet planted firmly on the ground (pun intended) and embrace
the fact that the regs and performance numbers are here to stay - and with good
reason. But that shouldn’t hold us back in our flying. It's an invitation to think
critically about what you are doing. With keen attention to the details and a bit of
artistic license, we can navigate the skies like pros, keeping safety at the core of
everything we do. There are two big realities in aviation. Number one is gravity. It
always wins. The other is one | have shared with some of you. It's an axiom | used
to use in the classroom and it goes: The only rule there’s never an exception to is
the one that says there’'s always an exception to the rule. Think about it! Fly safe.



- 2023 TRUCKEE TAHOE AIRSHOW

"‘ “ What a fantastic event! GBA recently participated in the
4 Truckee Tahoe Airshow with N974TH . Besides Richard
getting hangry, it was very attended, family fun event.
Events like these not only showcase the beauty and
S—— . excitement of aviation but also provide an excellent

{ i¥ opportunity to connect with aviation enthusiasts, inspire

- future pilots, and strengthen the aviation community. The

. Truckee Tahoe Air Show left a positive impact on
attendees and fellow aviation enthusiasts. It's events like

[ = . these that foster a deeper appreciation for flying and

' aviation's contributions to our lives.

LIGHTHOUSEBAPTIST ACADEMYFIELDTRIP

Light House Baptist Academy recently brought a group of
young students top GBA for a field trip to explore aviation.
Learning about aviation proved to be an exciting and
educational experience! Students learned about how airplanes
fly, parts of an airplane, aviators in history, and then got to
climb in (and on) a Cessna 172. The primary goal was to make
the field trip fun, educational, and memorable for the young
aviation enthusiasts. Jon Aytes (GBA Ops and Safety
Manager) and Hailey Bogle (GBA Office Manager) introduced i
the students to the fascinating world of aviation in an engaging 1
manner, inspiring curiosity, and passion for aviation

exploration.

GBAATHARVARD

GBA owner, Jenn Fonda, was recently one of 30
women who received a scholarship through Women in
Aviation international to attend a three-day extended
studies training at Harvard. It was the inaugural Women
in Aviation, Emerging Leaders course through the
Harvard Division of continuing education. Definitely the
most powerful development Jenn has ever been part
of. The program focused on effective communication,

r negotiations, mapping a business network, strategic
Have an idea how GBA can get g thinking/planning, and the power of relationships.

involved in a community — Look for these opportunities in the aviation industry.
event? Reach to to GBA staff They are out there and a huge benefit regardless of
with your ideas. your role in this exciting industry!

Goflying@GreatBasinAviation.com

775-856-3655
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